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It is so difficult and seems almost impossible to recreate the atmosphere and the feeling of the time 
when the idea to create European Humanities University emerged.
We have to admit that we were, apparently, fearless idealists. As far as I know, nobody in and outside 
Belarus ever undertook any attempt to found a private university, which would not be financed out of 
public funds and which would make its life difficult with disciplines that are so "non-marketable" and 
so far from pragmatic interests as philosophy, theology, art, psychology, and political sciences …
Thereby, from the very beginning we became vulnerable from the financial point of view and quite 
dependent on the support from the outside. Yes, during that period our initiative was perceived in our 
country as prospective and promising and, consequently, many influential state bodies found it 
possible to be co-founders of the university. It was hardly flawless in regard of the observance of 
existing legal formalities, but the necessity to create a higher educational institution, essentially 
different in its character that focused on familiarizing students with values of European culture, 
seemed to be taken for granted. Nevertheless, it was mainly moral and political support which could 
not provide for our physical existence in any way.
We realized that in the circumstances developed after the disintegration of the Soviet Union the 
Republic of Belarus was not at all an oasis on the intellectual map of the world, especially in the 
sphere of humanities and social disciplines because of the long years of domination of totalitarian 
ideology that significantly complicated familiarization with the fundamental values of world civilization.
However, during a very short time of its existence EHU seemed to manage to do the impossible. 
Unique curricula, conferences, and publications promoted the transformation of our university into one 
of the most attractive educational institutions of Belarus. We were recognized and supported by 
various foreign funds, governmental and international bodies. EHU became known far outside our 
country.
It was far more difficult for us to exist in the conditions of not a very benevolent attitude to this 
undertaking on the part of the local professional community.
The staff of the department of history of philosophy and logics of the Belarusian State University 
became the kernel of the group that initiated the establishment of the university. It seemed that new 
times had come; at the same time it turned out that the situation with social sciences, which had 
developed in this educational institution, could not be reformed. However, our transfer to the Academy 
of Sciences (first to the Institute of Philosophy and Law and then after being ousted from it to the 
department at the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences) did not make our life easier. Our last 
shelter was a temporary scientific team at the Institute of Professional Development at the Belarusian 
State University, but its financing came to an end two years later. 
We had always been homeless and depended on a number of circumstances and factors, but no 
matter how difficult our existence was, it seemed that difficulties and hardships made us only stronger.
Other times came, and what only recently had seemed so obvious, urgent and vitally important began 
to be perceived with growing malevolence. Inspections motivated by hardly hidden bias became more 
frequent. All kinds of our activities were checked up and “examined” with extreme thoroughness. 
However, all the efforts to reveal our shortcomings could not bring the desired results. Then they tried 
to make use of the traditional device: “ideological work is badly organized”.

Rector A. Mikhailov
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In the autumn of 2003 came the warning signal from the newly appointed 
minister of education who said at the meeting of the country's rectors of higher 
educational establishments that “… the university is good and strong, but why 
invite so many foreign teachers? Do not we have our own ones?” It was like a 
bolt from the blue.
It is difficult to imagine that somewhere else in the civilized world it might be 
possible to reproach for what is actually the proof of recognition and high 
quality. Science and education exist everywhere and always in the required 
conditions of their close integration into the life of the world professional 
community. 
In February, 2004 a meeting with the Minister of Education took place. 
Outwardly an affable and benevolent tone. At the same time the insistent 
recommendation follows: I have to resign at my own will.
I have time after time thought of it myself. In no way did I want to be a burden 
on the university or a barrier on the way to preserve it. However, behind all of 
this one could see a hardly hidden desire to transform the university, to deprive 
it of its identity, and to turn it into a standardized controllable structure. 
Apparently, the final decision had already been made by then. Nothing helped. 
Neither appeals of the foreign professional community nor the ambassadors' 
protests nor attempts to establish communication with the people who had 
been entrusted with the realization of this decision. What happened later could 
hardly be described in terms of elementary common sense. The closing of the 
university was carried out in a brutal way, infringing basic norms and rules. By 
this act, which is unprecedented for the 21st century, the country's authorities 
brought an irreparable damage to the country's prestige. Belarus began to be 
called “the country in which universities get closed”.
It was simply impossible to reconcile with what had been created by the 
selfless efforts of the whole staff.
So EHU was revived in another country, which is close to all of us through our 
long joint history, but which lives quite a different life at present. Lithuania's 
hospitality and the support of the international community became the decisive 
factor for all those who had made this project the goal of their life. Certainly, it is 
difficult to reconcile with the fact that the university exists “in exile” and that it 
turned to be not needed in its own country. But time will pass, everything will 
fall into place and things will be called by their proper names. The EHU project 
is acquiring new dimensions; it is recognized by the international community as 
strategically important for our country's present and future. An international 
administrative board and the Trust Fund have been created to support the 
university.
Yes, there will be new difficulties and new tests ahead. But, perhaps, we should 
not overdramatize this. Is life itself not an inevitable test for each one of us? It 
depends only on each one of us and how capable we will be of going through 
these tests.FO
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The history of European Humanities University is a story of living through the 
experience of the Western European academic tradition intensively in rather peculiar 
conditions.

In conditions when on the post-Soviet territory this tradition only started to be generally 
reconstructed, while in the globalized postindustrial world it was already undergoing through 
considerable transformations. In conditions when, as historical fate willed, Belarus had a 
chance to become a place of active exchanges between two cultural “continents” and to serve 
as a field of mutual rendition of different cultures (in this respect we mean not so much 
traditional dichotomies of “West” and “East” or “Europe” and “Asia” but many different variants 
of the same Christian civilization, different historical phases of the same process of society 
modernization). 
It is possible to say that during its 15 years European Humanities University has basically 
repeated the main stages of the grand History of the European university: from “an esoteric 
community” as an early medieval form of university corporation through a classical university to 
the postclassical model of a network university. Such a possibility itself – unfortunately, we 
walked along this road mainly under very unfavorable external circumstances – forms the basis 
for reserved optimism concerning the synchronization of the big History of Western European 
civilization and its peculiar manifestations, no matter how freakish these deviations from the 
latter might seem to be.

Unfortunately, these “unfavorable circumstances” occupy a 
disproportionally big place in the history of EHU, which is the history of 
a respectable higher educational institution that seemed to be destined 
for a measured academic life. In no way could we expect such political 
pressure, the closing of the university, “revolutionization” of 
professorate and students, exile and the fact that all of us would be 
illuminated with a disturbing aura of being “clandestine” and “alien”. 
On the other hand, we can say that the identity of “EHU-vites” was 
formed around this traumatic experience, the distinctness and firmness 
of which is proportional to the trauma we had lived through.

It is possible to say that the history in which there was both death 
and revival is already more than history. It is a myth. The myth 
that should be told. If only for us to acquire a new history.

Below we will try to reconstruct the conceptual and simply human 
history of EHU. We would like to apologize beforehand for emotionality 
and possible inaccuracies in narrative details as the book has arisen as 
the sum of live impressions of many direct participants of the events 
described. For factographic details (university structure, curricula, 
instructors, students, the chronicle of events including the twists and 
turns of the closing of the university) we shall refer the readers to the 
university site: www.EHU.lt
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CHAPTER 2. 
EHU IS A CLASSICAL UNIVERSITY

















This period of the university development coincided with the general decline 
of the Soviet reproductive model of education and transition to the model 
focused on the formation of productive, creative thinking on the basis of wide 
use of active forms of the organization of educational process. In the former 
educational system the holy duty of the student had been to attend lectures, 
to be registered in the attendance register and then to present the digest of 
what was heard at the lectures at the examination. All truths had already been 
stated by classics, so it was necessary only to memorize the basic definitions 
and to make a slight comment on separate issues. The main tendency in 
teaching was to reduce the teacher to the function of to a loud-speaker 
installed in the classroom to broadcast without any deviations from the party-
ministerial scenario. The same function had to be mastered by the students at 
the examination as well. The system as such was quite efficient. The only 
problem was that its efficiency had nothing to do with the quality of education. 
More likely the system carried out the training of loyalty, it taught the ability to 
believe everything non-critically, to submit to ideological and bureaucratic 
norms, to be a part of the system, not to go beyond the limits and to 
reproduce what they wanted you to reproduce. Many students studied in 
order to pass examinations of a specific teacher instead of learning something 
for themselves. This system is embodied in the saying, “Students live 
cheerfully from one exam session to another.”
EHU students cease “to live cheerfully” as they get ready for classes where 
one cannot simply sit quietly because the number of lectures in their pure 
form has been minimized.

EHU professor Grigory Minenkov: “When it comes to the attitude towards youth I have to argue with some 
colleagues who would like to have students dressed differently, with their hair brushed and made. Let them do 
their hair the way they like! I have been amazed for a long time: you look at these girls and boys incredibly dressed, 
looking strange, and the question arises, “What are they going to do at the university?!” But you come into the 
classroom; hear how well they know what they are speaking about… and you are filled with wonder. I 
understood that they are different, they are free. And, thank God, nobody chases them telling them what width 
their pants should be”.

Till late in the evening students sit in the library and write; they write presentations, abstracts, 
essays, and course papers because various written forms of reporting have become the basic 
means of testing knowledge. Instead of vivid imagination and psychological attacks of oral answers 
at the examination on a kind of Doomsday students get regular exercises in accuracy of 
formulations and in structuring their material. Writing at once reveals the degree of the student's 
knowledge of the problem and logical abilities. However, this does not mean that only exhausted 
and glossed over young people study at EHU.
For the first time in Belarus EHU starts to make use of the experience of the European process of 
higher education reforming and creates a much more flexible and variable credit-modular system of 
training. A system of accumulative grades is introduced allowing to evaluate all the work of the 
student during the semester using various parameters (active participation during classes, oral 
presentations and written work, etc.). So the Soviet student's “scourge”, i.e. examination, almost 
turns into a formality of giving the student his mark that has been earned not during a couple of days 
of wearisome preparation in a semiconscious condition before the examination but through 
measured and thoughtful work throughout the whole semester.
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INTERLUDE: 
Closing of the University in Belarus



It is equally impossible to allow contradictions in judgments or to make dull jokes (probably, the 
statement of the Minister of Education about EHU as a “yard with a through passage” was such a 
dull?)
For a long time EHU could allow itself not to notice the state. Problems started when it became 
impossible not to pay attention to the state anymore, it began to interfere more actively in culture 
and education (maybe because it had already put economics in order). We were getting slowly 
deprived of all the privileges of an experimental university. During the 12 years of its functioning in 
Belarus, EHU developed a special culture of affable communication with state bodies, first of all 
with the Ministry of Education. EHU administration and methodologists tactfully and carefully 
introduced supervising officials and inspectors (there were plenty of them) to the essence of things, 
explained the specificity and methodology of education. On the other hand, they tried as formally as 
possible to bypass those norms and requirements which contradicted the European spirit of EHU 
and threw it back into the old system of education. First of all, it concerned original authorial course 
syllabi instead of standard ones, variability of curricula and syllabi, peculiarities of the concept and 
practice of student language training, ratios of lectures and seminars as forms of teaching in favor 
of the latter, the use of tutorials as an effective form of creative educational dialogue, the developed 
system of independent work, etc. Facing the necessity to receive a license to issue state diplomas, 
to go through certification of departments and so forth it became necessary to organize everything 
skillfully so as not to come into any obvious contradiction with state requirements (or it will be more 
correct to say, with indiscriminateness in state universities regarding all these innovations). For a 
certain period EHU and the Ministry had been getting along quite well: the high level of preparation 
of students at EHU and EHU's contribution to the reform of higher education in Belarus was 
obvious. 
There were even cases when professionals from the Ministry, familiarizing themselves with the work 
of EHU from within and in detail during their checks, then started to work at EHU. Neither we, nor 
they regretted it later. University scientific secretary Olga Vladimirovna Kryzhanovskaya, who was 
capable of turning any humanitarian chaos into the harmony of plans and reports, added 
aristocratism of form and remarkable solidity to the university's organizational core.
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Olga Vladimirovna Kryzhanovskaya, EHU Senate secretary: “My first meeting with EHU happened absolutely 
unexpectedly. For 5 years I had been head of the department of higher educational establishments inspection of the 
Ministry of Education of Belarus. Once I was told, that, despite a rather traditional Soviet system of education, there was 
one university which was trying to do something new, to develop its own model, its own syllabi. Also it was necessary to 
carry out the procedure of accreditation of the given educational institution. Accreditation procedure took place in the 
conditions of disbelief that private universities can provide education at the level that would meet state requirements. The 
above-mentioned higher educational establishment was applying for the university status (and it, really, became the only 
non-state higher educational establishment which received the university status recognized by the state!).
The certifying commission of experts was being formed from representatives of different educational institutions. At that 
point we found out that EHU has specialties and authorial academic courses which were quite difficult to evaluate. So 
experts had to be collected actually from the whole country, from different places, from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, from 
the theological seminary, from state universities, from government bodies, all in all about 80 people. Some problems arose 
because a number of disciplines were taught in foreign languages. Where in our country can we find a teacher of general 
and special disciplines in different spheres of professional training, who also has a fluent, almost professional command of 
the European languages? Especially if the courses are taught not only in English, but in German or French? It was a whole 
epic to find such experts! 

The discontent with heterodoxy had been accumulating for a long time. Checks and 
“signals” from above came constantly. But thought is like a dream: it is impossible to 
force someone to think one thing today and another tomorrow. Especially if 
heterodoxy is treated as a simple ability to think; it is impossible to force a person not 
to think at all using administrative means.

Students at the lecture





















Shortly after the university was closed this will was finally somehow articulated by the head of the 
state. The word “elite” was the keyword of the national judge and public prosecutor in one person. 
We will allow ourselves to provide an extended citation from Alexander Lukashenko's speech on 
September, 23rd, 2004 in Brest during his meeting with students: 
“Perhaps, you have heard that supposedly the authorities closed EHU in Minsk. When it was being 
opened it was a project interesting and attractive to young people and the state: many foreign 
lecturers came, students could go abroad to study, European diplomas and so on. That was the 
external facade. But there was also an implicit main idea of preparing here, in Belarus, at the 
European Humanities University, first of all, the new Belarusian elite which eventually would lead 
Belarus to the West. So it happened that in the centre of Minsk Westerners were preparing future 
leaders and the elite. What about other Belarusian higher education establishments in Brest, 
Vitebsk, Gomel, Mogilev, let alone the leading ones in Minsk? Who do they prepare: servants, 
slaves for this elite? 
We do not reject foreign assistance in professional training and student and scientific exchange. 
But there should be a limit. We suggested that the university organize the educational process in 
conformity with our educational standards. What is wrong with that? Any state requires that people 
study according to the standards accepted in the country. Much more so, they are quite good 
standards, and this is recognized in the West. After all, we gave out state diplomas.
The answer was the démarches of foreign ambassadors, clamor in the press, and a flat refusal to 
adhere to Belarusian rules. The result was that the authorities were compelled to deprive the 
European Humanities University of the license.
Now they are considering a question of introducing sanctions against the Minister of Education 
such as not to allow his entry to Europe, to close his entry and so on. Well, we have already been 
through this. They had fought against such things when we were closed from them in the Soviet 
Union and nobody was allowed here. Now they are using precisely the same tactics. 

..
And what 

does our minister have to do with this? This decision had been in the making for a few years.

 ...They had been warned that in that university they should prepare students in the same way as 
in Brest and Minsk. If not, then we do not need such a higher educational establishment.” The 
president finished his summing up of the EHU case in the following manner, “One thing that I can 
say firmly: we will prepare our elite, the future management of our country ourselves. In our higher 
educational institutions including regional ones. Both in Brest, and in Baranovichi…”
The speech is remarkable, first of all, because what ministerial bureaucrats could not say out loud 
was said. The decision about closing EHU was made by the top political management (read – by 
Alexander Lukashenko himself) and not because of the problems with the building or lack of sport 
equipment: the wrong choice of “orientation” of society, the wrong kind of elite was prepared. 
The decision about closing EHU was political.
Secondly, it is really not the substantial but the formal level (the style never lies!) that reveals what 
is unacceptable at EHU: the spirit of learning, rationality, and logicality. 
If the campaign to close EHU began with the phrase of the Minister of Education about “the yard 
with a through passage”, then now the phrase “many foreign lecturers came” serves as an 
obviously positive characteristic (up there you should have at first agreed among yourselves on 
the use of appropriate “concepts”!). Then comes the classical passage about the elite in the genre 
of well-known presidential improvisations. At first the thesis about the existence of the right and 
wrong elite is introduced. Then in the president's speech there appears the link “elite – slaves” 
meaning that if there is an elite it should have slaves. The fact that between the thesis that “there 
is the elite” and (accordingly) “there are slaves” there still should be a justified statement that the 
attributive quality of the elite to have slaves did not prevent our national master of syllogistics from 
actually bringing us to the conclusion that the elite as such does not correspond to the state 
ideology of Belarus.

40

In the normal word use the elite is the most educated, professional and successful part of 
society. The antonym of the term elite will be not “slaves” but ordinary people (where did 
slaves come from in the first place? – Most likely, from the Soviet mass 
subconsciousness that “We are not slaves, slaves are not us”). As such the elite cannot 
be “right” or “wrong”. The elite is a means of the deepest and complete self-awareness of 
society as it is the elite that is educated because systematic thinking, analytical skills and 
ability to see prospects are part of its professionalism. Either it fulfills its civic duty 
(thinking about prospects), which is the continuation of its professional qualities, or it 
serves another power group. Either it is the elite or it is not. However, even in this case 
the authorities say again that a third option is possible; there is the “right”, “its own” elite. 
It simultaneously attributes anti-elite qualities to this elite. It should be like everybody else 
(“They had been warned that this university should prepare students the way it is done in 
Brest and Minsk”).
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Meeting in support of EHU
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There should be no difference between the central scientific schools 
and all the others (“both in Brest and in Baranovichi…”) that shows 
fundamental misunderstanding of the nature of science and its key 
role at the university. Science means breakthroughs that are 
possible upon the concentration of the best forces in strategic 
directions. And this is not in the scope of bureaucrats; here the 
decisive factor is academic autonomy, international self-regulation 
of the scientific community. You may call the educational institution 
in Baranovichi a university three times but in the foreseeable future 
it will not become a scientific centre, a place for reproducing the 
elite (it will prepare quality experts, which is also of great benefit for 
the country). Finally, Lukashenko actually identifies the “elite” and 
the “future leadership of our country”. It is clear that in this case the 
matter cannot be allowed to take its own course. The question 
about the “successors” is the key question for the current 
authoritative power. It means “guarantees of personal safety”, 
guarantees against “redistribution of property”, “control over 
financial flows”, etc. 
Elite is a wider concept than “leadership”. Elite relies, first of all, on 
moral and professional authority, culture and knowledge. As such, 
the elite in Russian and Soviet history (from Pushkin and Gogol to 
Sakharov and Solzhenitsyn) had never been hungry for power. 
Rather it distanced itself from it often swearing the power for all it 
was worth (together with “ordinary people”) but loving the country 
and doing for the country's future much more than any “leadership”. 
To a great extent the elite is liberal intelligentsia that is like the 
society's protective belt around the struggle for power and property 
keeping it civilized. It is a protective belt of critical reflection and 
judgment of taste which surrounds any social group aspiring to 
speak on behalf of the whole society. 
Finally, the elite in the modern world is already a global mobile 
phenomenon. It ensures the country against short circuits in 
phantasms of “rural idiocy” (“if it is our own it is the best”). It 
connects it to the world processes and information flows. Even in 
Russia nobody considers a foreign professional heading the 
national property of the country, namely, the national football team, 
to be a disgrace for the nation or state capitulation. When the result 
is needed for the whole nation and not just distribution of financial 
flows among “our guys” professionalism outweighs ideology.
And now is the last meeting in support of EHU in August, 2004 in 
the inner court yard of the university which was similar to a prison 
courtyard (by means of an iron lattice it was literally blocked by 
some people who would let everyone enter the courtyard but would 
not let anyone out).

Vladimir Furs, EHU professor: “President Lukashenko stated clearly and unambiguously the reason 
for closing EHU. The claim laid to the university was that EHU was engaged in preparing the alternative 
elite for a future Belarus, which was unacceptable from the point of view of the authorities. Well, such 
evaluation could be considered a compliment. We really tried to prepare people who could become the 
elite of a democratic Belarus. I would not claim that we managed to do it completely but such was our 
aspiration. Probably, “preparing the elite” on the national scale is not a problem to be solved by one 
university, especially so small that had managed to train graduates only for a few years. But if this 
frightened the authorities then we were probably quite efficient. I am convinced that many of our 
graduates can become representatives of the new Belarusian elite. Some of them, even though they are 
scattered all over the world, keep in touch with one another and link their future with work in their 
homeland; others see themselves as mobile people working in both Belarus and Europe. But why not? 
In the modern global world such “nomadic way” is a normal notion.”

The feeling of anxiety, tension and piercing melancholy as it was probably the last time when we got 
together… But there was also a feeling of dignity and understanding of the rightness of everybody 
present. 
A few hundred people are singing “Gaudeamus”. Plainclothesmen standing in small groups at some 
distance enquire in a businesslike manner: “What are they singing? In what language?” Involuntary 
tears, a lump in the throat during the singing and – the song continues…
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Protest action in the backyard















CHAPTER 3. 
EHU IS A NETWORK UNIVERSITY
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This world does not have any special “Belarusian ideology” or unique 
“Belarusian model” of social-economic development (Scandinavian countries 
serve as much better examples of socially oriented states against the 
background of dynamic highly technological economy). Something works 
better; other things do not go as well in this world. Different justifications of the 
fact that we do many things worse than others are Belarusian ideology.
Today the stumbling block is not the administrative genius of the Boss and the 
ability of his inferiors in their work places to strictly follow the instructions; 
rather it is the forming of a creative class or a kind of peaceful social revolution 
when instead of the “mass” of workers and clerks there emerges a great 
number of people who make decisions independently. This is like playing on 
the stock exchange: if you do not use the unique state of the market at the 
current moment and go to consult your boss you will lose your chance. Global 
information world needs a lot of people who are able to see at least medium-
term prospects and relatively freely plan their activities in the framework of 
flexible production teams.

There is a story about the famous Russian physicist Pyotr Kapitsa that is most 
instructive for our times. When he went to England for retraining under the 
supervision of Ernest Rutherford who by that time had become a science classic, 
the latter immediately gave him a problem to solve, specifically, to make certain 
calculations of physical processes. Having done complicated calculations before 
the set time young Kapitsa ran to the guru and happily inquired, “What am I to do 
next?” The answer was, “You are excluded from my laboratory.” In spite of the 
grave tone this did not have any serious consequences for young Kapitsa. As his 
colleagues later explained to him, Rutherford let the beginning scholar 
understand the following: when fulfilling the first task a real scientist must 
understand what part of the scientific project he is, define his place in this process 
and set further tasks himself.

The university acquires a network character also through raising 
international cooperation to a new level. EHU became a part of a really 
international community. Colleagues from Lithuania, Russia, Ukraine, 
Poland, Germany, France, Great Britain, Sweden, Finland, the USA and 
other countries give lectures at the university. Especially close collaboration 
is being developed in the Eastern European region. The university is 
becoming more confident moving in the fairway of the Bologna process; it is 
becoming a part of the European university network. Student and teacher 
exchanges are being intensified and academic mobility is becoming a way 
of life. Not only visiting lecturers come to the university; now it partially 
hosts foreign programs and projects. The system of joint standards and 
mutual credits with European universities is being expanded. EHU students 
receive a Lithuanian state diploma recognized in the countries of the 
European Union. EHU bachelor students can easily expand their 
knowledge in Master and PhD programs abroad if they have the 
appropriate command of foreign languages and proper level of theoretical 
education.

Higher education today is being brought in conformity with the level of 
globalization and informatization of economics: it is an industry, an industry of 
knowledge with all the consequences. Education is becoming more 
internationalized, networking and flexible. One may say a lot about the benefits of 
the Soviet model of higher education and about the fact that the world is rapidly 
moving forward by itself while Belarus with its own ideology is going its own way. 
However, the matter is not so much pro-Western or pro-Eastern orientation or the 
struggle between ideologies; it is more about global trends and competitiveness 
of knowledge. The world is changing radically including the formats, the speed of 
circulation and methods of information use, the swiftness and autonomy of 
decision making.
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Exile to Europe contains many positive sides. From inadequate classrooms 
(former premises of a dormitory) we moved into a modern building with all the 
necessary technical facilities in a quiet green area of Vilnius. The acuteness of 
standard problems connected with the initial stage of the organization of the 
educational process such as shortage of classrooms, flaws in the educational 
schedule, etc. is gradually disappearing. Today we can already say that EHU 
students never had such comfortable conditions for studying. Vilnius is almost 
an ideal place for university life as it is a cozy city with European infrastructure, 
a rich cultural life, and friendly attitude to its post-Soviet neighbors. Since 2008 
EHU students and teachers have got an opportunity to move freely around the 
countries of the European Union.

The financial director Alexey Bezugly, who had come to EHU just after graduation and 
who had turned not simply into a respected financier but into an unconditional moral 
authority, was compelled to leave. In the conditions of monstrously complicated 
accounting connected with the objective specificity of EHU as an experimental private 
educational institution, he not only simply impeccably and efficiently ran financial affairs 
but also acted as a kind of arbitration judge on many issues concerning intra-university 
life being a sample of honesty and rationalism. Zoya Pavlovna Yaroshevich, Elena 
Nikolaevna Yushko, Nina Vladimirovna Sokolova and other employees of the financial 
department of the university were Alexey's colleagues and they were also loyal to the 
university and fearless in all the ordeals which they had to go through even after the 
university was closed in Minsk. They were all highly professional (even the Committee 
of State Control could not but admit it during an extended and ferocious check of the 
tormented university!).
We try not to lose sight of our former colleagues and maintain relations with them. With 
the emergence of our veterans there appeared the genre of “meetings of veterans” of 
different generations as actually we have a lot to recollect besides the ordinary working 
routine. EHU preserves intimate, almost home-like traditions from the times of the 
foundation of the university with tea drinking at the departments and a new corporate 
culture of university classic-style receptions and small secular soirées in EHU 
headquarters is being created.
In general we can say that the history of EHU is not three consecutive transformations 
in which one condition is replaced by a qualitatively different one. It is possible to 
compare the history of EHU with a Russian doll when smaller forms are put inside 
bigger ones: inside there is ”the smallest doll” of the already almost legendary 
“esoteric” community packed into the schoolmistress of the classical university 
enclosed, in turn, into the glamorous maid of the net university. These layers of the 
internal tradition without becoming an archival cargo resound with each other like 
strings, forming a chord of modern EHU.

Every cloud has a silver lining…
Lithuania became our second home. We quickly understood how much we 
have in common over ideological schemes and political conflicts. In 
Lithuania we found again not only the values of academic freedom and open 
thinking but also versatile help from the Lithuanian state. We got not simply 
new colleagues but real friends. Thank you all for understanding and 
support! We hope that we will be interesting for Lithuanian society and will 
be able to make our feasible contribution to the intellectual landscape of this 
European country.

All this was not loss-free. For objective reasons EHU in exile could 
not renew the work of whole faculties (theology, economy, 
psychology, political science, information technologies) and 
departments (foreign languages) with wise heads (Metropolitan 
Philaret, Gennady Kuchinsky, Andrey Bakanov, Alexander Gorelik, 
etc.), highly professional teachers and talented students. many staff 
members of our corporation including a number of key figures had to 
leave the university for reasons of deteriorating health, psychological 
pressure which was put in various forms on EHU employees and 
their relatives as well as household circumstances. 
Vice-rector Tatyana Galko had to retire. We lost the ardent motor of 
EHU everyday life whose role during the crisis period is difficult to 
overestimate. She literally took upon herself the “tenth wave” of the 
multitude of administrative problems connected with the closing of 
the university in Minsk and passed through herself high-voltage 
psychological currents of responsibility for the reviving university. At 
that Tatyana Evgenievna showed the greatest concern for each 
member of the university community, be it a student or a mature 
teacher, finding for everyone special words of help and 
encouragement. 
The dean of the art studies faculty Larissa Gusakovskaya also left. 
She had created a warm home-like atmosphere at the faculty and in 
every possible way supported young teachers in their search. She 
set an example of thoughtful adherence to her principles and the art 
of benevolence for everybody who knew her.
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First masters (Vilnius)
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